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EDUCATION - KEVIN RUDD’S PLAN 

677. Ms J.A. RADISICH to the Minister for Education and Training: 
Today the federal opposition leader, Kevin Rudd, outlined his plans for an education revolution.  Can the 
minister enlighten the house on these initiatives that will support Western Australian students?   

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I can.  I am very pleased that Kevin Rudd has made education the central focus of his campaign launch.  It 
follows on from 11 years of underinvestment in education by the federal government.  It is the only government 
to do that. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  You should talk. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Who was the member who interjected? 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  It was me.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member is out of control. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  You told me I do not interject enough; here I am.   

The SPEAKER:  The member does interject enough and I call her to order for the first time.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The Howard government is the only government in the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development to reduce expenditure on education in its first 10 years in office.   

Several members interjected..   

The SPEAKER:  I call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to order for the third time, and I call the member 
for Avon to order for the first time.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  With the election of a Rudd Labor government a bit over a week from now, at least the 
states and the commonwealth will be able to work together on education constructively.  We will not have a 
federal government that constantly runs down state education systems, state schoolteachers and public education, 
and that is a fact.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I call the member for Avon to order for the second time.  I also call the 
member for Darling Range to order.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I am happy to outline some of the initiatives to which Kevin Rudd committed in his 
policy launch.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  You are weak at the knees!   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Avon to order for the third time.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  First, Mr Rudd committed to providing a computer for every student in years 9 to 12 and 
connecting Australia’s 9 000 primary and secondary schools to the planned national broadband network at 
speeds of up to 100 megabits a second.  Second, he committed to boosting the number of funded training places 
by 450 000.  That figure includes 65 000 apprenticeships.  Undergraduate scholarships will be doubled to 88 000 
and postgraduate scholarships will be increased to 10 000.  Third, he will also fund a preschool year for all four-
year-olds by providing 15 hours of fun play days for 40 weeks each year.  Fourth, he will invest between 
$500 000 and $1.5 million per high school to create trade training centres in Australia’s 2 650 secondary schools.  
Finally - this is very important for Western Australia because many of its regional areas are in need of additional 
teachers - he will offer incentives for students to study and teach mathematics and science by halving their 
higher education contribution scheme debt and by halving it again if they work in those fields after graduation.  I 
look forward to the election of the Rudd Labor government in just over a week for all those reasons and so that 
the Western Australian government and the commonwealth government can achieve great things in education.  
We have not been able to achieve great things in education with the federal Minister for Education, Science and 
Training.   

Point of Order 
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I ask the Minister for Education and Training to table the paper from which he was 
reading.  From where I am sitting it looks like a press release, which is a document.  
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The SPEAKER:  The fact that it is a document is clear.  The question is whether it is an official document or the 
minister’s notes.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is not an official document.  
 


